
Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

Division of Sexual &Domestic 

Violence Prevention & Services

In partnership with sexual and domestic violence service providers and other stakeholders, we work to eliminate sexual and domestic 
violence (SDV) and support the health of those impacted by such violence. We challenge the social conditions that contribute to SDV and 
promote respect in relationships of every kind.



Sexual Violence: 
Any nonconsensual sexual contact or penetration, 

intentional touching, trafficking, and non-contact acts of a 
sexual nature such as voyeurism and verbal or behavioral sexual 
harassment by one person towards another. 

Domestic Violence (Intimate Partner Violence):

A pattern of coercive behavior that one person uses to 
systematically gain and maintain power and control over 
another in a close personal relationship. 

Can include physical violence, sexual violence, stalking, emotional abuse, verbal 

abuse, and financial abuse.

Any unwanted sexual attention, 
contact, or activity (adapted from 
JDI’s website)



In MA, more than

1 in 4 women

and more than

1 in 8 men in have 

experienced IPV* with IPV-

related impact in their 

lifetime.

IPV accounts for 15%
of  all violent crime.

Sexual & Domestic Violence is 

Endemic in Our Society

Over 25% of 

children have 

been exposed to IPV.

In MA, over

1 in 3 women and

1 in 5 men 

have experienced 

some form of contact 

SV in their lives. 



Physical & Psychological Harm

Nearly half of all female 

homicide victims are killed 

by a current or former male 

intimate partner.

• Smoking

• Excessive alcohol use

266

• Chronic pain

• STIs 

• Depression, anxiety, suicidal thoughts

• Compromised immune system (DV) 

• Pre-term or low-birthweight  

pregnancies 

• Migraines and headaches (DV)

Homicide 

Identified victims of 

DV-related homicide 

in MA (2003-2012) 

Chronic Disease Risk Behaviors

Injury



Domestic Violence Counts is a project of the National Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV)



Domestic Violence Counts is a project of the National Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV)











$3.1 trillion

U.S. total population discounted 

lifetime cost of rape

$122,461
per victim
Lifetime economic burden 

of rape among U.S. adults

Economic Harm: Rape

Includes: 

• medical costs
• lost work productivity among 

victims & perpetrators

• criminal justice activities 
• other (e.g., victim property loss, 

damage)



$3.6 trillion

IPV population economic burden is 
nearly $3.6 trillion over victims’ lifetimes (2014). 

$103,767
per female victim
Lifetime economic burden 

of IPV among U.S. women

Economic Harm: Intimate Partner Violence 

Includes: 

• medical costs
• lost work productivity among 

victims & perpetrators

• criminal justice activities 
• other (e.g., victim property loss, 

damage)

$23,414 
per male victim
Lifetime economic burden 

of IPV among U.S. men



Sexual & Domestic Violence 

Affects All Groups of People

Genders

Race/ethnicities

Ages

Income Levels

Sexual Orientations



SDV & Inequities

Sexual and domestic violence are acts of power and 
control. 

People in marginalized communities that have been 
historically and systematically oppressed are often at 

higher risk.  

Certain groups experience SDV at higher rates, have 
worse outcomes, and/or less access to resources. 
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SDV & Inequities
HIGHER PREVALENCE

Percentage of MA Adults

Female

Male

Bisexual

Heterosexual/Straight

Gay/Lesbian

Disability

No Disability

Percentage of MA Adults Reporting

Any Lifetime Sexual Violence Victimization

3x

1.7x

4.2x
1.6x



Immigrants
are more likely than non-immigrants

Black Non-Hispanic women
are more likely than White Non-Hispanic women

SDV & Inequities

to be killed by an intimate partner. 

WORSE OUTCOMES

Massachusetts 

DV-related homicide

4x

to be killed by an intimate partner. 
2x



SDV & Inequities
LESS ACCESS TO RESOURCES

Certain groups – including LGBQ/T people, 

immigrants, people with disabilities, people living 

in rural areas, and elders—face outright denial of 

services or not being able to access services due 

to: 

• geographic inaccessibility

• linguistic barriers

• lack of physical access to facilities

• mistrust of law enforcement

• lack of culturally sensitive services



What can we do?

Mitigate harm and support 

survivors through direct services 

• Individual Support Sessions

• Group Support Sessions

• Survivor Advocacy 

• Supervised Visitation 

• Housing Stabilization 

• Children Exposed to Domestic Violence



What can we do?

Mitigate harm and support survivors through direct services

In FY18, among DPH-funded programs:

Over 4,365 adults/adolescents participated in SV 

survivor services

Over 11,052 adults participated in DV survivor services

2,507 adults participated in DV offender services



Funded service models

Residential:

• Emergency Shelter (23)

• Housing Stabilization (9)

• Domestic Violence, Substance Misuse, 

and Trauma Shelter (1)

Community-Based:

• General Community-Based Domestic 

Violence Services (34)



Funded service models, continued

Community-Based, continued:

• Rape Crisis Center (16)

• Supervised Visitation Services (12)

• Children Exposed to Domestic Violence services 
(13)

• Intimate Partner Abuse Education Programs (15)

• Sexual and Domestic Violence Services for 
Communities Experiencing Inequities (17)
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